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Goals

• Review changes coming to the STAAR test

• Understand Crowley’s strategic plan to address these 
changes

• Experience a “Talk. Read. Talk. Write.” science lesson

•Discuss the purpose of long-range planning
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Two Sets of Big Changes

Accountability System (A-F Refresh) STAAR Redesign
Cross-Curricular Passages New Question Types

Evidence-Based Writing Online Testing & Accommodations
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Our Action Plan
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“Talk. Read. Talk. Write.”

The shape and look of Earth’s surface changes over time. It never stops changing. Rivers bend.  Shoreline  
wear away. Valleys grow deeper. Canyons grow wider. Mountains break down. These changes can be 
caused by the blowing wind, running water, and ice. Earth’s surface has changed a lot over the years and 
continues to do so!
Imagine a fierce storm. Rain pours. Winds blow wildly. What do you think the rain and wind do the Earth’s 
surface? They change it! The wind can loosen small bits of dirt and dust. Drip by drip, the rain can wear 
down a mountain. The process is called weathering. 
Over time, wind and rain wear down Earth’s surface into small pieces called sediment. Wind and water 
then move the sediment. They carry it away. This movement is a process known as erosion. Weathering 
and erosion can happen at the same time. They work together to change Earth’s surface.
Water can run into cracks in rocks and freeze, which turns to ice and expands. When this happens, the ice 
widens the cracks. It can even split rocks. A glacier is a very large sheet of ice and snow. It moves slowly 
down a slope. As it moves, it cuts into nearby rocks. Over time, the glacier melts. The water carves out 
large valleys. 
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“Talk. Read. Talk. Write.”

What is the impact on learning 
when students are talking, 

reading, and writing in 
all content areas? 
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Reflection

What actions do you think teachers 
would need to take to prepare to 
teach at the level of rigor you just 

experienced as a student?



CROWLEY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Reflection

In long-range planning, we bring 
teachers together to share their best 

ideas to create even better ones.
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Purpose of Long-Range Planning 

• Understand how standards are assessed

• Determine instructional strategies

• Create exemplar for expected student responses 
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Long-Range Planning Protocol



CROWLEY INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Long-Range Planning Experience

Science Standard 
5.7B - recognize how landforms (such as deltas, canyons and sand 
dunes) are the result of changes to Earth’s surface by wind, water or 
ice

STAAR Question (New item type: Short Constructed Response)

Using evidence from the text, explain how agents cause land to 
change over time.
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Constructed Response Rubric
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Long-Range Planning Experience
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Long-Range Planning Reflection

Why do you think it is important for 
teachers to have time to engage in Long-

Range Planning?
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Long-Range Planning Reflection

In long-range planning, we bring 
teachers together to share their best 

ideas to create even better ones.
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STAAR Redesign

STAAR Redesign
Cross-Curricular Passages New Question Types

Evidence-Based Writing Online Testing & Accommodations
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